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ABSTRACT 

The question before educators responsible for preparing the 
new generation of global citizens is how to translate the principles of 
social justice into effective practice. In school settings around the United 
States, educators endeavor to inform learners of the impact and import of 
social justice. The question remains, however, how social justice should be 
practiced. It has been argued that educators have not done the work necessary 
to define social justice adequately or to develop standards for practice. In 
fact, the principle of social justice that educators intend to assess by 
standards has not been developed. It is not certain whether such standards 
can be developed, but it is clear that the work required to make social 
justice a practiced principle can be done. (SLD) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



TM034581 



<N 

O 

cn 

o 



Q 



w 



A Principle in Search of a Practice: 

On Developing Guidelines/Standards to Evaluate Social Justice 

Paper presented at American Education Research Association (April 3, 2002) by: 

M. Christopher Brown n, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Education & Senior Research Associate 
Center for the Study of Higher Education 
The Pennsylvania State University 
400 Rackley Building 
University Park, PA 16802 
mcbl61@r)su.edu 

814-863-6759 Office 
814-865-3638 Fax 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 

M C- XX 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
/ CENTER (ERIC) 

OXrhis document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 



□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 



Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 




2 ISEST COPY AVAIMBLIS 

A Principle in Search of a Practice (page 1) 



A Principle in Search of a Practice: 

On Developing Guidelines/Standards to Evaluate Social Justice 



The dawning of the twenty-first century is fraught with both opportunities and 
challenges for persons committed to social justice. Opportunities abound as many 
throughout the nation become consciously engaged in facilitating society’s role in 
ensuring “liberty and justice for all”. America’s identity is linked to equity, opportunity, 
equality, access, and uplift (Szumski et al, 1984). Concomitantly, the challenges of 
moving beyond non-active compliance, per forma political correctness, and the now 
acceptable (sic) toleration with preferment remain. The question before educators 
responsible for preparing a new generation of global citizens is ‘How do we translate the 
principles of social justice into effective practice?’ 

PRINCIPLE AND/OR PRACTICE 

The Latin root of social justice is “socius justitia”, meaning ally for fairness. 
Hence social justice is the space where individual agree to partner together in adhering to 
impartial and equitable human intercourses, behavior, and exchanges. Social justice has 
as its aim the end goal of enriching the human civilization through individual human 
interactions. In his seminal piece titled “Social justice: What it is and why it matters”, 
Hugo Adam Bedau (1982) writes that there are “needs that any normal human being can 
be said to have. These needs are, of course, not easily specified with any precision 
independently of the social conditions in which they arise. ... It is inevitable, therefore, 
that a concern for the proper satisfaction of human needs will become a theory of a just 
society, of just social institutions, and thus a theory of social justice” (p. 86). 
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The principle purpose of social justice is relatively clear. There is consensus 
around its functions a fair and just code of demeanor. However, there are multiple and 
shifting nuances to who or what is included, when, on whose authority, and to what 
degree. Despite the ideological quagmire surrounding the intricacies of whether social 
justice applies in the same way to an extremely wealthy, white male chief executive 
officer of a multinational corporation (read; ENRON) as it does to a formally convicted, 
paraplegic. Native American, lesbian telemarketer. The principle of social justice clearly 
endorses the humanity of everyone irrespective of social status, position, class, or caste. 

In school settings around the nation, educators endeavor to inform learners of the 
import and impact of social justice. There is class content, guest speakers, and 
multimedia representations demonstrating the principle of social justice. Further, 
students are not only informed of the principle of social justice, they are encouraged to 
“practice random acts of kindness” and “pay it forward”. These involvements are a de 
facto acknowledgement of the complex and social nature of the academic curriculum. 
Pinar and Associates (1996) inform us that 

curriculum is intensely historical, political, racial, gendered, phenomenological, 
autobiographical, aesthetic, theological, and international. Curriculum becomes 

the site on which the generations struggle to define themselves and the world 

Curriculum is an extraordinarily complicated conversation. Curriculum as 
institutional text is a formalized and abstract version of conversation, a term we 
usually use to refer to those open-ended, highly personal, and interest-driven 
events in which persons encounter each other (pp. 847-848). 




4 

— A Principle in Search of a Practice (page 3) 



As such, the academic curriculum is a prime site not for de facto, but rather formal and 
intentioned education in the principle of social justice. 

The principle of social justice is a beacon and compass for both thought and 
action. The question is “How do we practice social justice?” What is the prima facie 
evidence of the manifested principle of social justice. Quite simply, how do we know it 
when we see it? 

In Black sons to mothers: Compliments, critiques, and challenges for cultural 
workers in education. Brown and Davis (2000) demonstrate how the theoretical 
principles of cultural work could be translated in to educational practice for African 
American males and others. In fact, there are many volumes, articles, and models 
detailing the practice of cultural work in education. Social justice has not been so 
fortunate. While there is significant discourse on establishing a practiced principle of 
social justice, there has been scant progress in this endeavor. 

It could be argued that the preceding argument regarding who and what social 
justice references have detracted from time and energy that could be devoted to 
establishing concrete practice ideas. Educators must indeed move beyond the identified 
boundaries relating to the principle or denotation of social justice. It is in fact the 
excessive delineation of concepts, constructs, and conversations around the 
epistemological, ontological, and axiological functions of social justice that have 
rendered a practical, practicable, practiced form of social justice absent or amorphously 
embryonic. 



5 



— A Principle in Search of a Practice (page 4) -- 



SEARCHING FOR STANDARDS 



In a chapter titled “Pedagogical Applications: Immanent Critique, Historicity, 
and the Politics of Curriculum”, Agger (1998) argues that the primary reason most social 
theories have not been applied is because academics are rewarded for research and 
theory-building. He suggests that there is no external motivation for developing 
practiced principled or applied theories. Notwithstanding, does not social justice require 
educators to engage in this work because of an internal locus of control - an innate desire 
to see the highest form of dignity for all humanity. 

Bogotch (2000) speaks directly to the inability to effect social justice practice. 
Bogotch synthesizes the difficulty of translating the principle of social justice into 
practice thusly: 

(1) There can be no fixed or predictable meanings of social justice prior to 
actually engaging in social and academic discourses; 

(2) The center or unity of any educational reform is so dynamic that it can not 
hold together for long; 

(3) The results of our work [just and unjust] are always fragile and fleeting; and, 
therefore, 

(4) All social justice/educational reform efforts must be deliberately and 
continuously reinvented and critiqued - again and again (p. 10). 

Simply stated, Bogotch declares that educators have not done the in-class assignments or 
the homework require for making meaningful social justice practice. This indictment is 
critically important to the new search for standards. In effect, it disrupts groupthink and 
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awakens educators to the inability of standards construction until practice work is 
complete. 

The quest for standards is not surprising. Education in specific and society at- 
large has become preoccupied with standards. The twenty-first century is an era of 
assessment, evaluation, outcomes, and high-stakes testing. Social justice standards are 
the next illogical step in this race toward “1.0” statistical perfection. Social justice cannot 
be standardized, because it has only begun to practice. In a 350 page book titled. 
Education and Democracy: Re-imagining Liberal Learning in America , the College 
Entrance and Examination Board pleads with higher education faculty, researchers, and 
policy makers to develop new strategies for ensuring civitas in academic settings. The 
tome is in fact a mandate for a formal strategy to infuse social justice principles into 
collegiate practice among other interests (Orrill, 1997). This challenge has not yet been 
met. 

Moreover, the endgame of social justice work is one of “constructivism” and not 
“standards”. Hence the question is not what we came to know and how it is 
demonstrated, but rather what we mean by knowing and the metacognitive development 
involved in what we know. Or as Catherine Fosnot (1996) writes, “constructivism is a 
theory about knowledge and learning; it describes both what “knowing “ is and how one 
“comes to know” (p. ix). Although the principles of cultural work in education, 
multicultural curricular construction, and learning styles pedagogy have all reached a 
level of standardized assessment, they have each also engaged in the requisite 
demonstration of principle followed by practice before reaching standards. 
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The question is not should we or should we not have standards. The question is 
“Have we fully developed the practiced principle of social justice that we intend to assess 
by standards?” Educators must answer “No” to this query. There is no clear consensus 
regarding what portions of social justice are most important (if they can be 
disaggregated), much less what are the best measures to evaluate them (considering that 
true social justice learning may defy external observation). The search for standards is 
elusive due to the lack of landmarks provided by proven social justice practice. 

Commencement 

It is not appropriate to finitely conclude this conversation with the answer “No”. 
Educators must commence to the work of practicing the principle of social justice. If the 
question is “Can we develop standards to evaluate social justice”, the answer is “Not 
sure”. If the next question is “Can we do the work required to make social justice a 
practiced principle”, then the answer is “Yes, we can”. 

The intellectual journey to this place has been rewarding, but the end is not yet. 
Michael Apple (1995) closes Education and Power , pondering the likelihood of 
translating the theories of educational empowerment into practice. He writes, “What then 
are the possibilities of success? Here we need to be most honest. We simply cannot 
know” (p. 159). We cannot know where practiced social justice will lead us. But we do 
know we will be farther along the road of civilized humanity than we are. 
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The Declaration of Social Justice in Education 



When in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for Social Justice Allies to 
educate their Compeers on the systems of Oppression, Hegemony, and Incivility that is 
disrupted to social order, and the assume the Responsibility for Emancipatory and 
Empowering Education to which the doctrines and principles of Human Life entitle all, 
an indefatigable Fortitude is required, as to enable them to declare the principles of 
social justice through the visible demonstration of their Words and Deeds. 

We hold these Truths to be socially-relevant, that all People have equal capacity, that 
they are physically, cognitively, and affectively endowed through their Isness with the 
desire for certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Justice, Knowledge, and the 
Pursuit of Humanity —That to secure these Rights, Educators are empowered to affect 
Change, deriving their untiring Efforts from the Needs of those to be Empowered, that 
whenever any Form of Social Behavior becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the 
Responsibility of all Educators to resist or dismantle it, and to promote new Socially Just 
forms of Education and Pedagogy, laying its Core Values on the Principles of Social and 
Environmental Justice, and organizing their Endeavors in such Form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect Justice, Knowledge, and Humanity of All. 



9 



— A Principle in Search of a Practice (page 8) — 



References 

Agger, B. (1998). Critical social theories: And introduction . Boulder, CO: Westview. 



Apple, M.W. (1995). Education and power (Second Edition V New York: Routledge. 

Bedau, H. A. (1982). Social justice - what it is and why it matters. In M. Bradie & D. 
Braybrooke, Social Justice (pp. 85-98). Bowling Green, OH: Bowling Green State 
University Press. 

Bogotch, I. E. (2000). Educational leadership and social justice: Theory into practice 
(pp. 1-13). Paper presented at the University Council for Educational Administration, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Brown, M. C., & Davis, J. E. (2000). Black Sons to Mothers: Compliments. Critiques, 
and Challenges for Cultural Workers in Education . New York: Peter Lang. 

Fosnot, C. T. (Ed.). Constructivism: Theory, perspectives, and practice . New York: 
Teachers College Press. 

Orrill, R. (Ed.). (1997). Education and democracy: Re-imagining liberal learning in 
America . New York: College Entrance Examination Board. 

Pinar, W. F., Reynolds, W. M., Slattery, P., & Taubman, P. M. (1996). Understanding 
curriculum: An introduction to the study of historical and contemporary curriculum 
discourses . New York: Peter Lang. 

Szumski, B., Debner, C., O’Neill, T., Hall, L., & Jordan, P. (Eds.). (1984). Social 
justice: Opposing viewpoints . St. Paul, MN: Greenhaven Press. 




— A Principle in Search of a Practice (page 9) — 




U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) 
National Library of Education (NLE) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 



REPRODUCTION RELEASE 

(Specific Document) 

I. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION; 



TM034581 



Title: A Principle in Search of a Practice: 
' to Evaluate Social Justice 


On Developing Guidelines/Standards 


Authorfs): M, ChristojDher Brown II . 


Corporate Source: 


' 


Publication Date: 






April 2002 



II. REPRODUCTION RELEASE: 



In onto to ditiamlnate m •• poosiblo timely and aignlfieant matsriais of Interest to tfto educational community, documents announced in the 

monthly abstoct journal of the ERIC system, Resources In Education (RIE), are usually nwde available to users In microfiche, reproduced paper copy 
and etottonte media, and^ through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). Credtt Is given to the source of each document, and if 

reproduction release Is granted, one of the following notices Is affixed to the document 



If permission Is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified docunwnt please CHECK ONE of the foltowing three (toions and sign at the bottom 
Of tno 



lYw Mow to 

tfbcod to al LoM 1 docummli 


Iho aanpla adekar ahown balow wV ha 
alfbcad to aB Laval 2A doaonanta 


Tha aampio ihckar shown batow wU Oa 
afflxad to al Laval 2B doeumantt 


PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN 
MICROFICHE, AND IN ELECTRONIC MEDIA 
FOR ERIC COLLECTION SUBSCRIBERS ONLY. 
HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN 
MICROFICHE ONLY HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 






A® 




A® 












TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 


1 ■ 




2A 




2B 


LavtM 

t 


Level 2A 

t 




UvtISB 

t 


\n 


; □: 


□ 


Chock (Or LiM 1 roloMo, pwinttlnB 

fopreductM and disaaniMM In fflioreeGho or oMr 
ERIC madia (O.Q., oloctnnic) ofltfpOM 


Chock hara tar toM 2A ralaaaa. parmttno 
rapnduotton and teandnatlon In inlcrofioha and In 
alactrentemadta ter BttC archival coBacto 
auhacriban only 


Chock hara tar Laval 28 ralaasa, parmttlng 
faoroductionanddlaaamlnationinmicroflchaonly 



.Owwnw«»w atoproc»»iada»lndtolidptevMadf»pwduellcnqiaMypinn«». 

H pwmlttlon to raprates It gnnM, bU rw box It chscktd, daeunmls «■ be pnoMMd al LaMi 1. 



Sign 
here,-* 
please 



/nformaffon Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and disseminate this document 
as muted pom. ReproduedM trcm the ERIC ndcroSche or etoclranfo media by persona other than ERIC employeea end tts ay^m 




PitotodHwitffeilUeiVTblt: 

M. Christopher Brown II, Assoc. Pi 


Center for the. Study of Higher Education 
The Pennsylvania State University 


863. 6759 


■^^14.865.3638 


m'^t^DSu.edu 


°tb-7-02 



of; & Sr 
Research 
Assoc. 






o 

ERIC 




111. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE): 

If permission to reproduce is not granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to dte the availability of the document from another sourra, please 
provide the following Information regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not announce a do^ment unless it is publicly 
available, and a dependable source can be specified. ConMbutors should also be aware that ERIC selection criteria are significantly more 
stringent for documents that cannot be made available through EDRS.) 





Publisher/Distributor 




Address: 

t 




Price: 


. - . 


IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER: 

If the right to grant this reproduction release is held by someone other than the addressee, please provide the appropriate name and 
address: ^ " 




Name: ’ •>' ’ . • ' . . j . ’ • . 




Address: ; _ . ^ ^ . 


1 

1 ' 

i 

i ■ 

f 






V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM: 


r 

[: \ ' 


Send this form to the following ERIC Clearinghouse: ^ 

ERIC CLEARINGHOUSE ON ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
1129 SHRTVER LAB 
COLLEGE PARK, MD 20742-5701 
ATTN: ACQUISITIONS 



\ However, if solicited by the ERIC Facility, or If making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the document being 

contributed) to: ^ 

i ■ ’ ■ ' ■ ' ■ 




ERIC Processing and Reference Facility 
4483-A Forbes Boulevard 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 

Telephone: 301-552-4200 

Toll Free: 800-799-3742 

EFF-088 (Rev. 2/2000) FAX: 301-552-4700 

e-mail: info@ericfac.piccard.csc.com 

WWW: http://ericfacility.org 










